THE   STORY   OF   THE   FAIR   PORTUGUESE       323
possessing me one day, for he loved rue too much to think
of living without me. He begged me to let him continue his
visits 5 and on his promising to be very prudent, I consented.
He was twenty-two years old, rather shorter than I, of a
slim, graceful figure, a sweet voice, and little or no beard,
so that it was easy for him to pass as a woman. During three
months he came to see me three or four times a week, gen-
erally in the presence of the maid; but even had he been
entirely unrestrained, I am sure he would never have shown
me the smallest disrespect, and I believe that this restraint
fanned the flame of our passion.
The moment of separation came unexpectedly, and when
we were totally unprepared for it. My lover came to me
one morning in tears; the minister had given him a letter
addressed to Monsieur de Saa in London; and a frigate
which was lying at Ferrol was to take him to England im-
mediately. He was choking with grief, and incapable of
putting his ideas together. Thinking only of his grief and
my love, I concocted a plan as bold as it was hazardous. I
would leave with him disguised as his servant. Upon reflec*
tion, however, we concluded that if the weather was rough,
I might be tried beyond my strength, and that it would be
better for me to go as the master, he as the man; but as I
hated the idea of my lover passing as a servant, he finally
determined that he should wear woman's clothes and travef
as my wife.
cAs soon as we get to England/ I said, 'we shall be
married, the ceremony will efface the shame of our flight;
you will be accused of having run away with me, but a
man cannot run away with a girl without her consent, and
the Comte d'CEyras will not persecute me for having made
his favourite's fortune. In the meantime we can live on the
produce of my diamonds; I will take my jewel-case with
me.3
After waiting three days we heard that the frigate had
left Ferrol, and was waiting at the mouth of the Tagus.
I shut myself up in my room, pretending to be ill, and